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Editorial

This supplement is fully dedicated to the dissemination of studies conducted under the National Program
for Control and Eradication of Animal Brucellosis and Tuberculosis (PNCEBT) by the Collaborating Centre
for Animal Health of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply of Brazil (MAPA), which is
based at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science of the University of Sao Paulo.

It contains the results of the most recent studies on the situation of bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis
in the country. The results of the first studies on tuberculosis carried out in 13 Federative Units, as well as
the first results on brucellosis in the states of Pernambuco and Paraiba, are presented herein. Also published
are the results of eight states that, in order to better manage the control/eradication processes, conducted a
second study on the epidemiological situation of brucellosis.

In addition to the 23 articles describing the current situation of both diseases in the Federative Units, this
supplement also includes important publications on vaccination, an analysis model of the economic impact
caused by the two diseases, human exposure to brucellosis in areas of high prevalence, the effect of heat
treatment and the cure on the decay of Mycobacterium bovis in milk products and important aspects of the
direct diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis, essential for structuring the surveillance system.

To remove any suspicion of plagiarism and explain the unique aspects of this publication, we affirm that:

1) The methodology of epidemiological studies has been standardized to make it possible to compare
data between the Federative Units and also to check the effectiveness of actions implemented by the states,
thus allowing any corrections in their course and better management of processes. On that basis, the chapter
“Materials and Methods” was standardized for epidemiological studies on both brucellosis and tuberculosis.

2) The same descriptions of the epidemiological conditions of brucellosis and tuberculosis in Brazil,
with slight variations, are part of the introductions of these articles on the basis of need and consistency.

3) Some of the risk factors were common to several states and, therefore, the articles were treated as a
single subject at the articles.

4) As already stated, all the articles in this supplement were prepared by the same group, the members of
the Collaborating Center in Animal Health of the MAPA. Thus, when relevant and necessary, articles have
cited each other with the aim of enriching the discussions.

Finally, we extend our acknowledgements to the MAPA, a strong encourager and supporter of this
initiative, and to the Official State Veterinary Services, co-financiers and responsible for all field operations.
We also acknowledge the financial support from CNPq, CAPES and FAPESP.

Jose Soares Ferreira Neto

Faculdade de Medicina Veterinaria € Zootecnia da USP
Centro Colaborador em Saude Animal do MAPA
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